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bloodshed, than to make it clear that war, even in
its most highly organised form, does not pay, and
that no country gains either politically or economi-
cally by having recourse to it. It seems a plain
national duty to try to prevent a military tyranny
from profiting by its crimes, and to resist the Ger-
mans by force of arms; so that they shall not secure
domination, political and economic, over all the
peoples of mankind, and thus be in a position to
extinguish national liberties.

On the other hand there are Pacifists, who
appear to believe that militarism will not be en-
couraged by success, and who urge that if we only
give in and allow the Germans to attain the world-
empire at which they have been aiming for so long,
the inherent inability of evil to maintain itself per-
manently will be manifested; and that the liberties
and progress of mankind will be better ensured
than can ever be done by resisting the aggressors.
There does not seem to be much reason, either in
history or common sense, for anticipating that this
result will follow; but Pacifists in Great Britain are
none the less active in maintaining and diffusing
their views. Some of them refuse to comply with
the General Will of the democracy; and prefer to
incur the stigma of being bad citizens; they seem
anxious to enjoy all the advantages of life in a com-
munity, while at the same time they claim a right
to act on their own judgment, and to defy the
General Will.